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GENERAL COURT 



From the Originals in the Library of Congress. 



(Continued) 

A Court at James Citty the 10 th of October, 1627, present : 

S'r George Yeardley, Knt. Gov. &c 
Capt. West Mr. Secretarie 

Doctor Pott Capt. Tucker 

Capt. Smyth Mr Farrar 1 

Mr. Persey 

Whereas there remaine certaine of the Duty 2 boyes whose 
first seaven yeares of service as apprentises expired in May 
last past, & were from that time to begin to serve other seaven 
yeares as Tenants for halves, the Court hath ordered that the 
sayd boyes shall for the sayd time of seaven yeares as Tenants 
for halves, serve S'r George Yeardley, Knt. now Governor, & 
that he have the benefitt of their service or to make composi- 
tion w'th them for the same as they will agree w'th him. And 
this the Court doth the rather order in regard that all the 

1 William Farrar, or Ferrar, who was born 1594-5 and came to 
Virginia In the ship Neptune in 1618. He was a Commissioner 
(Magistrate) for the Upper Parts, a member of the Council from 
1623 to 1633 and probably until his death, which occurred some 
time before June 11, 1637. It was once believed that he was a 
son of Nicholas Ferrar, Sr., of London, but this is an error. He 
was possibly the son of John Farrar, Esq., of London (of the Far- 
rars, or Ferrars, of Eawood, Yorkshire), who in his will dated April 
24, 1628 (this Magazine XXII, 398), made bequests to his son, 
William, then out of England. 

» These were 50 London boys sent to Virginia in 1620, in the ship 
Duty, to be apprenticed to planters. 
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Tenants belonging to ye place of Governor are now freed & 
noe meanes remaining for the maintenance of the place. 

Uppon the request of the Governor to the Court in the be- 
halfe of serg't Richaard Popeley 3 it is ordered that sixteene 
hundred pounds weight of tobacco be this yeare paid unto 
him out of some of those fines that are now dew unto ye 
Publique whereby the estate of ye said Popely may be relieved 
& in some sort restored, he being a man that hath both here- 
tofore & is still ready to doe good service to ye Colony. And 
haveing for this yeare given his attendance uppon ye Gov- 
ernor & being to continue in his employment until the spring. 

It is ordered that Robert Wright & Andrew Rawleigh 4 
shall have a lease for ten yeares of that parcel of land lately 
belonging unto Thomas Grubb, Joiner, of James Citty Island 
and by his will given unto them. 

At this Court were read & heard divers examinations touch- 
ing Will'm Garret the servant of Mr. Abraham Persey, his 
lewd behavior w'th Katherine Lemon his fellow servant, and 
the Court after full examination & debate uppon the matter, 
doe not find as yet sufficient cause to punish the said Will'm 
Garrett any farther then for that fault for w'ch he hath 
allready been punished by Mr. Persey. 



A Court at James Citty the ii th of October, 1627, present: 

S'r George Yeardley, Knt. Governor &c 
Capt. West in pomerdino 
Doctor Pott Mr. Secretary 

Capt. Smyth Capt. Tucker 

Mr. Persey Mr. Farrar 



» Richard Popely, who was born In 1608 in the parish of Wolley, 
Yorkshire, owned, later, 700 acres at the Middle Plantation (Wil- 
liamsburg). In 1624-5 he was living on the plantation of Rev. Jonas 
Stockton at Elizabeth City, and is stated, in the Census, to have 
come in the Bona Nova in 1620. 

* Andrew Railey was living on James City Island 1624-5. Thomas 
Grubb, who came in the George was an inhabitant of the same 
place. 
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Whereas there was a controversy pursued in Court between 
Beniman Sim's & Joan Meatheart his servant by him brought 
over into this Country w'th an interest to make her his wife 
and for that uppon some dislike between them about the be- 
ginning of May last past, it was agreed that the sayd Joan Meat- 
heart should serve the sayd Beniman Sim's 8 for the terme 
of two yeares then next ensueing as by the testimonyes of 
Richard Brewster & Steven Barker doth appear, The Court 
hath ordered that the said Joan shall performe the sayd time 
of service for two yeares, shee being put to serve the same 
unto Mr. John Gill & he to pay unto ye said Beniman in con- 
sideration thereof one hundred weight of Tobacco & to de- 
liver him one man servant as soon as any shall arrive here 
by any shipping for the terme of three yeares. 

It is ordered that John Phillips & Joan White for their of- 
fence in com'itting fornication, whereby the said Joan hath 
had a bastard, shall be whipped at ye Post at James Citty & 
receive 40 stripes a piece. And farther that Mr. Persey doe 
take such course as they may be separated and not suffered to 
come together. 

Susan Wilson sworne & examined sayeth that about two 
months after that Steven Tailor had been put out to service 
unto Allen Kineston by Mrs. Doctor Pott, the sayd Kineston 
brought home to the Doctor's house the sayd Tailor being 
verie lame, And then Mrs. Pott in her husband's absence tooke 
the said Tailor into her house uppon the said Kinestons in- 
treaty, hee saying that he would pay whatsoever it would cost. 

Steven Tailor being examined sayeth that he himselfe being 
sicke & brought home to Doctor Potts his house, by his mas- 
ter, Allen Kineston,* hee heard ye sayd Kineston to say I pray 
take him in, & whatsoever costs & charges he is at I will pay 
for it. 

c Benjamin Simms, or Syms, was afterwards the founder of the 
first free school In Virginia, the Syms Free School, Elizabeth City 
County, still existing in part, in the Syms-Eaton Academy at Hamp- 
ton. In 1624-5 he was aged 33 and lived at Basse's Choice. 

• Allen Kenlston, who came in the Margaret <f John, lived at 
Pashbehays, 1624-5. 
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The Court having taken into their consideration danger 
w'ch might ensue to ye Colony by those Indians 1 of the Carib 
Islands w'ch were lately brought into ye Country by Capt. 
Sampson, & haveing admonished the said Capt. Sampson to 
consider w'th himselfe what profitt he could make by the said 
Indians, & to devise w'th himselfe so to dispose of them, as 
that they may prove noe discom'oditie to ye Colonic The said 
Capt. Sampson hath returned his answere to ye Court that 
he knoweth noe way or means to dispose of those Indians, but 
delivereth them wholy upp unto our hands to dispose of them 
as we shall please, The Court hereuppon having had full & 
large deliberation of this matter, & being likewise given to 
understand by good information that the said Indians have 
run away and hid themselves in the woods attempting to goe 
to ye Indians of this Country as some of them have revealed & 
confessed, And for that they have stolen away divers goods, 
& attempted to kill some of our people as by good probability 
wee are informed, And for that especially they may hereafter 
be a means to overthrow the whole Colony, have adjudged 
them to be presently taken & hanged till they be dead. 



A Court at James Citty the 12 th of October 1627, being 
present : 

Sir George Yeardley, Knt. Go. &c 

Capt. West Mr. Persey 

Doctor Pott Mr. Secretarie 

Capt. Smyth Capt. Tucker 

Capt. Mathewes Mr. Farrar 

The voiadge of going to Pamunkey was taken into consid- 
eration. 

' The Caribs, originally resident in Guiana and on the lower Ori- 
noco, and on the Windward and other Islands in the Caribbean Sea, 
were a cruel, ferocious and warlike race, who long fiercely resisted 
the Spaniards. It would be interesting to know how Capt. Samp- 
son got his cargo. Their character was well known to all who fre- 
quented that sea and It would be known that an attempt to capture 
them for sale as slaves would be a most risky venture. It is prob- 
able that Sampson had been paid to carry away a lot of captured 
Caribs and drop them where he chose, so that it would be far 
enough to prevent their return. 
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It was the opinion of the Court that Capt. Mathewes* should 
doe his best indeavor to procure such a number of volunteers 
through the whole Colony, as may be sufficient to go to Pa- 
munkey or uppon any other Indians our enemyes, And that 
after notice by him given to ye Court there shall be a Comis- 
sion granted unto him to authorize him for the proseqution of 
that voiadge. 



A Court at James Citty the 13 th of October 1627, being 
present : 

Sir George Yeardley, Knt. Governor &c 

Capt. West Mr. Persey 

Doctor Pott Mr. Secretarie 

Capt. Smyth Capt. Tucker 

Capt. Mathewes Mr. Farrar 

The Court being informed that divers planters at Accaw- 
macke doe intend at the old plantation Creeke and at Magety 
Bay on that shoare to erect some new plantations and to seat 
themselves in such sort as may be both inconvenient & dan- 
gerous, uppon full & large deliberation concerning the same, 
have resolved in noe sort to permit such their planting, but 
rather to keepe them, as much as may be, seated closely to- 
gether, & rather more especially to indeavor the full planting 
of ye Forest 9 then any other place. 

At this Court Mr. Abraham Persey put in a bond of one 
Samuell Kennells, 10 deceased, in suite againste John Barnet 
who hath marry^d the wife & relicte of ye said Kennell, And 
the Court hath adjudged the said Barnet shall pay the debt 
of the said bond, viz. the sume of three hundred pounds of 
tobacco, unto Mr. Persey, for that the wife of ye said Kemmell 

» Captain Samuel Mathewes, afterwards Governor. 

» The "Forest" was the country between the James and the York. 

10 Samuel Kennell was in John Lauckfield's "Muster", at Elizabeth 
City in 1624-5. He was then aged 30 and had come in the Abigail 
in 1621. John Barnett, aged 26, In 1624-5, who had come in the 
Jonathan in 1620, lived at James City 1624-5. 
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did w'thout any order by Court given Administer & put away 
all the estate of the said Kemmell, And this is ye opinion of ye 
Court, notw'thstanding that ye said Barnet marryed her w'th- 
out and goods of ye said Kennell's. 

(To be continued) 



